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Boston, February 1, 1915. 

Hon. James M. Curley, 

Mayor of the City of Boston: 
Sir, — The Board of Overseers of the Poor herewith 
presents its fifty-first annual report of the present series, 
covering the year from February 1, 1914, to January 
31, 1915. 

Expenses of the Department. 

Our drafts upon the city treasury during the year ending 

January 31, 1915, amount to $504,731 75 

Sundry receipts paid over to City Collector .... 121,732 55 



Leaving the net charge to the city for the department for 
the year $382,999 20 



Amount collected by us for care in City Hospital of state 
paupers and those belonging elsewhere than in Boston . $52,761 36 



Amount paid over to the trustees of the City Hospital in 
the year $52,761 36 



Statistics of Cases Aided. 
The number of families assisted by us in the year was 
4,507, an increase of 1,529 families from the previous 
year. Of these 377 families resided in other cities and 
towns but had retained their settlement in this city, 
and we received payment for aid rendered to 381 
families residing in Boston whose legal settlement was 
elsewhere. 

The number of new cases aided during the year was 
1,614. The total number of cases dealt with since 1864 
is 45,134. 

The number of official visits made by our visitors 
during the year was 32,084, of which 24,180 were made 
in the homes of the poor and 7,904 for information. 
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Families Aided Dueing the Year Ending 
January 31, 1915. 

2,590 having settlements here, aided directly from this 
office. 

377 having settlements here, aided in other cities and 
towns through the overseers of the poor of 
those places. 

391 famiUes, of which the man is unsettled, the wife 
and children having a settlement here. 

381 residing here, having settlements in other cities 
and towns, which refund amount of relief 
granted. 

566 unsettled cases aided on account of the state. 
202 nonsettlement cases, temporarily aided. 



4,507 families, representing about 13,521 persons. 

Of this number 1,018 are aided under chapter 763, 
Acts of 1913. An act to provide for suitably 
aiding mothers with dependent children. 



Number of Families Aided in Each Month of the 
Past Two Years. 



1913. Feb., 1,444 families. 
March, 1,404 " 
April, 1,283 « 
May, 1,266 « 
June, 1,227 " 
July, 1,247 « 
Aug., 1,244 « 
Sept., 1,294 « 
Oct., 1,401 « 
Nov., 1,384 " 
Dec, 1,698 " 

1914. Jan., 1,798 " 



1914. Feb., 2,077 families. 
March, 2,096 « 
April, 2,321 « 
May, 2,494 « 
June, 2,381 " 
July, 2,889 « 
Aug., 2,244 « 
Sept., 2,321 « 
Oct., 2,394 " 
Nov., 2,459 « 
Dec, 2,665 « 

1915. Jan., 3,334 « 



The sum of $427,205.28 has been given directly to 
the poor, to which should be added the sum of $3,410.54 
paid for burials, $5,683.73 paid for support of the Tem- 
porary Home, and $13,875.29 paid for support of the 
Lodge for Wayfarers, making a total of $450,174.84 
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actually paid out by the Overseers of the Poor from the 
tax levy for the direct reUef of the poor. We have also 
disbursed as trustees the further sum of $32,754.37 to 
the various pensioners and beneficiaries adjudged worthy 
and falling within the provisions of the trusts. 

Certain Expenses of the Department During the 
Past Year. 

Net cost of the department . $382,999 20 

Aid given directly to the poor . $427,205 28 

Less amount paid to other cities and towns .... 21,390 07 

Leaving amoimt actually given to poor in Boston . . $405,815 21 

Number of families aided 4,507 

Number of persons aided 13,521 

Population of Boston, probably 740,000 

Increased Activities and Expenses. 
The winter of 1914-15 will long be remembered as 
one of great business depression and an unusual amount 
of unemployment. Increased calls upon the Overseers 
of the Poor for relief began early and continued late. 
Extraordinary measures were necessary in order to take 
care of the swarms of appUcants for public reUef. Many 
additional clerks were employed. The city was redis- 
tricted, twelve districts being made where there were 
formerly but ten. Five additional temporary lodging 
places for men or women were established in different 
parts of the city, necessitating the employment of 
numbers of caretakers, entry clerks, etc. All of these 
and our regular homes had to be supervised,, making 
seven institutions under our care, besides the regular 
departments, such as the storehouse or grocery, the 
hospital department, the settlement division, the twelve 
visitors in the homes of the poor, the bookkeeping 
department, etc. In addition groceries were purchased 
to the value of nearly $80,000 and distributed to families 
in orders from one to three dollars each. Wood had to 
be purchased for the wood yard connected with the Way- 
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f arers' Lodge, where it was sawed and split and after- 
wards sold at retail throughout the city and suburbs. 
About 200 cords were thus prepared and sold each 
month during the winter. 

Owing to the lack of large contracts in the business 
world the number of laboring men out of work was 
unusually large. Especially was this true with the 
Italians of the North End. The longshoremen, too, 
were deprived of their usual jobs by reason of the 
embargo on shipping business caused by the war. Appli- 
cants from these two classes of able-bodied men with 
families dependent upon them thronged our offices and 
necessitated our using additional rooms. Ordinarily the 
percentage of families aided by us in which there are 
men able to work is exceedingly small. This year, on 
account of the reasons given above, the number of this 
class of applicants was such that our resources were 
taxed to the utmost. 

Examination of the statistics of our work and of our 
expense account will show that both have made a very 
large increase over the preceding year; a total number 
of 4,507 famiUes were cared for during the year as 
against 2,978 in 1913, an increase of 1,529 families. 
The amount of relief actually given to the poor increased 
$254,164.86 over 1913. 

Our expenditures naturally increased by leaps and 
bounds despite every effort made to keep them down. 
It was a severe test of the system of pubUc out-door 
relief, but one made necessary by the law and by the 
exigencies of the times. We trust that it was met success- 
fully. Certainly it is true that no needy family was 
allowed to suffer after its needs were brought to our 
attention. Endeavor was made to give adequate relief 
to all applicants. We feel that we owe it to our employ- 
ees, new and old, to testify to their steady attention 
to their duties and their devotion to the cause of the 
poor during this hard winter. To their painstaking 
labors, often continued long after the close of working 
hours, and even at night, without thought of extra pay, 
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is due the comparative success of our. department in 
meeting the tremendous calls upon it during the past 
year. In this connection it is well to remark that no 
bills for overtime work have ever been presented by this 
department to the city treasury. 



On account of industrial conditions through the sum- 
mer and autumn of last year, the Board was convinced 
that the Hawkins Street Lodge would not accommodate 
men seeking lodging from the city during the winter 
months. Therefore they secured from the Schoolhouse 
Commissioners permission to use the Way Street School- 
house, and opened this building as an annex to the 
Central Lodge early in January. This is in excellent con- 
dition, containing all the requirements for comfortable, 
sanitary lodging. The Board felt that these two build- 
ings would be adequate to fill the need, but found it 
necessary to open in rapid succession three additional 
annexes: Blossom street, Tyler street and the Common- 
wealth pier, the last named place being furnished by the 
state, as an overflow shelter for the men. The South 
Ferry Station was also used at one time during the winter. 

The number of applicants increased approximately 
8,000 per month, from December to April, the Decem- 
ber attendance being 4,726, and the March attendance 
being 29,165. For the five months ending May 1, 90,720 
men were received and cared for, and 95,219 meals were 
furnished. 

The number of men working in the wood yard on 
orders from the visitors of the Board during this period 
was 4,324; these men were the heads of families out of 
work. 

It is believed that the majority of men furnished lodg- 
ings and meals were men out of work, industrious, sober 
and worthy. As in previous years, the inefficient and 
idle were in evidence, but apparently in no greater 
degree. The attendance, too, was a constantly changing 



WAYFARERS' LODGE. 




10 



one, showing that the men were either securing work 
here or seeking it elsewhere. No one was refused 
lodging, except for intoxication, this rule being strictly- 
adhered to. 

The variety of nationalities was marked and wide- 
spread, those of American birth predominating, or 55.52 
per cent of the total. 

The insistent need of a new and adequate municipal 
lodging house has been emphasized very strongly by 
the experience of the past year; the widely separated 
location of the annexes, the duplication of attendants, 
and the multiplication of expense in the conduct of the 
places used, are strong arguments for a carefully planned 
and efficient method of carrying on the work of caring for 
the homeless and destitute men who come to us for help. 

The accommodation at the wood yard for working 
the lodgers is entirely inadequate, and increased quarters 
should be obtained. 

During several months we hired additional space in 
which to store the wood and work the men. By the 
kindness of the owner of the land adjacent to our Haw- 
kins street yard we were allowed to store a great many 
cords of wood upon his premises. 



Number of Lodgers by Months. 



Individual 
Lodgers. 



Total 
Lodgers. 



1914. 



March 
April. . 
May. . 
June. . 



February 



1,914 
2,043 
1,473 
1,158 
764 
778 
774 
897 
1,140 
1,127 
1,094 



3,338 
5,701 
5,094 
2,819 
1,576 
1,580 
1,838 
1,918 
2,854 
3,468 
4,726 



July . . 
August 



September 
October . . 



November 
December. 



1915. 



January 



2,471 



12,356 



Totals 



15,633 



47,268 
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Average number of lodgings per man, 1914-15 3.02 

Average number of lodgings per man, 1913-14 . 2 . 55 
Total number of meals from February 1, 1914, to January 31, 

1915 75,353 

Total number of meals from February 1, 1913, to January 31, 

1914 52,959 

Increase in number of meals given 22,394 

Increase in total number of lodgers as compared with previous 

year 17,063 



Place of Birth of Lodgers. 





Number. 


Per Cent. 


United States 


8,680 


55.52 




2,918 


18.67 


England 


700 


4.48 




1,043 


6.67 




361 


2.31 


Sweden and Norway 


395 


2.53 


Other countries 


1,536 


9.82 


Total 


15,633 





The Work Test. 



1911. 


1912. 


1913. 


1914. 


121 


138 


167 


581 


1,035 


l,102i 


1,297 


5,442 


48 


63 


53 


98 



Niunber of men who worked for aid 
given 

Number of days' work actually per- 
formed 

Number of men receiving work cards 
who did not present them for work. 



City Temporary Home. 
The building occupied by the City Temporary Home 
is in good condition throughout. It supplies a growing 
need in our city, furnishing good food, comfortable beds, 
clean, airy sleeping rooms, dining and sitting rooms for 
women and girls. The day and night nurseries are 
always in proper order for the young infants and older 
children. 

The work among the less fortunate is not the only 
work of the home; the poor evicted mother and her 
little one, the stranded ones traveling to or from the 
city are among our patrons. The wards of the city and 
state are often cared for from periods of one day to one 
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week, sometimes two or three weeks, waiting to be 
placed in proper homes. The poor abandoned babies 
or foundlings, whose pathetic little faces plead for pro- 
tection, find here temporary care gently given. The 
young woman who has need , of help and shelter when 
she leaves the hospital or rescue home to face the world 
with her child, is received and cared for and she is 
taught to care for her baby. Peace and forgiveness is 
often sought for her and through the home she is restored 
to parents or relatives. Children to the number of 
thirty-two were cared for less than one day, bathed, fed 
and rested; many are also given clean, warm clothing. 
The matron is constantly finding temporary work, also 
permanent situations for the women and girls. 

At Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas special dinners 
and suppers are served. Everyone physically able is 
expected to go to church on Sunday, Roman Catholic 
or Protestant. 

Confinement cases applying at the home are sent to 
the Boston Lying-in Hospital under an arrangement by 
which the Overseers of the Poor pay a fixed charge for 
their care. 

Should any calamity befall our city, the City Tem- 
porary Home is ready at any hour of the day or night 
to shelter, feed and care for hundreds of refugees. This 
was done at the time of the Chelsea fire seven years 
ago, and last year after the Salem fire. 

During the stress of the past winter another tempo- 
rary home was opened by the Overseers of the Poor in 
the southern part of our city to care for women and girls, 
especially the younger ones out of employment, without 
friends or means. It was hoped that the new home 
would be the means of keeping from wrong those who 
seek its protection. The matron in charge, who has 
had years of experience with us, was watchful and care- 
ful of her charges. It is intended to close this branch of 
our work as soon as the great need for it is over, open- 
ing it again another winter, if necessary. 
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Statistics of Supplementary Home. 



Women admitted 31 

Lodgings furnished 300 

Meals outside relief 41 

Total meals 714 

Women placed 8 



Three women were sent to Chardon Street Home, 
one for excessive use of ether or chloroform; one for 
quarreling with inmates; one for coming to home smell- 
ing strongly of liquor. 

Donations of clothing, shoes and rubbers, Mrs. Daniel 
Noonan, Mrs. George Merrill. 



statistics of the Temporary Home. 







Individual 


Individual 


LODOBBS. 






Women 


Children 










Admitted. 


Admitted. 


Women. 


Children. 




1914. 














71 


36 


306 


107 






68 


27 


325 


83 






79 


45 


311 


•111 


May 




96 


44 


419 


83 






90 


39 


376 


141 


July 




85 


46 


418 


109 


August 




83 


48 


400 


137 






81 


57 


293 


219 


October 




102 


39 


425 


116 






96 


47 


509 


216 






91 


30 


452 


153 




1915. 














102 


40 


477 


165 


Totals 


1.044 


498 


4,711 


1,640 



Average mmiber of lodgings per individual, 1914-15, 3.82. 



Total number of women admitted 695 

Number of women admitted once only 473 

Number of women admitted more than once .... 222 

695 

Number of old cases of women admitted 360 

Number of new cases of women admitted 335 

695 
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Number of women known to have been in almshouse only . 141 
Number of women known to have been in prison only . 72 
Nmnber of women known to have been in almshouse and 

prison 84 

Nmnber of women not known to have been either in alms- 
house or prison 398 

695 

Nimiber of women admitted between 7.45 p. m. and 6.45 a. m. 282 
Number of children admitted between 7.45 p. m. and 6.45 a. m. 118 
Number of places secured at domestic service ... 151 
Nmnber of places secured for mothers with children 1 

Total nmnber of meals served 22,097 

Number of meals served to persons not living in home 16,064 



Record of Children Admitted to the Home. 



Number of children admitted 




Number of children admitted once only .... 


387 


Number of children admitted more than once 


60 


Number of children who came with mothers . 


137 


Nmnber of children who were brought by societies 


27 


Number of children who were brought by state agents . 


74 


Nmnber of children who were brought by city agents . 


61 


Number of foundlings 


11 


Number of runaways 


51 


Number of lost children 


23 


Number of children who came in other ways . 


63 


Number of children cared for less than one day 





City Hospital. 
We continue to act in behalf of the trustees of the 
City Hospital and the Board of Health in the matter of 
determining settlements of sick people aided at the City 
Hospital. The amount collected by us, or by means of 
our investigations, during the past year was $83,689.73. 
The settlements of people suffering from contagious 
diseases are looked up by us for the Board of Health and 
we send the bills to the City Collector for collection. 
In cases of sick people admitted to the City Hospital, 
who have no settlement in Boston, we look up the settle- 
ments and personally collect the sums due the City 
Hospital for care of such cases. The expense of our staff 
of clerks engaged in this work was this year $5,328.15. 
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The amount collected by us from the Commonwealth • 
and cities and towns outside of Boston and turned over 
to the City Hospital during the past year was $52,761.36. 

The sum of $30,928.37 was also received at the City 
Collector's office on account of contagious diseases 
cared for at the City Hospital, on bills furnished by our 
department, after investigations made at our expense. 
If we add to these amounts $121,732.55 collected at our 
main office for the relief by us of paupers and persons 
settled otherwise than in Boston, and from other sources 
and paid over directly to the City Collector, we have 
an aggregate of $205,422.28 collected by this depart- 
ment. 



Report of Hospital Work, Fiscal Year Ending 
January 31, 1914. 

Number of admissions, main hospital 12,243 

Number of cases on which the state was notified . 4,606 

Number of cases prepared for notice to towns 1,447 

Number of letters written for further information . 7,068 

Number of histories taken 11,184 

Number of visits made 258 

Health Department, 

Admissions to the South Department 2,623 

Number of cases on which the state was notified . 721 

Nmnber of cases prepared for notice to towns 322 

Amount of money received at the main hospital from the 

Overseers of the Poor 52,761 36 

Amount of money received at the City Collector's office on 

accoimt of Health Department cases 30,928 37 



$83,689 73 

The Mothers' Aid Law. 
We have just finished the first full year of the appli- 
cation of this law which was passed in 1913 as chapter 
763 of the Acts of that year, and did not go into effect 
until September, 1913. On January 31, 1915, we had 
1,018 women with one or more dependent children whom 
we were aiding under this law. Of this number 834 are 
City of Boston cases; 67 are state cases; 95 have their 
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settlement in other cities and towns of this Common- 
wealth, and 22 are unsettled cases. The amount spent 
by us during the year in caring for these women and 
their families was $248,602.03, an increase of $205,000 
over last year. The amounts paid vary from $2 to $12 
per week, the average weekly sum being between six 
and seven dollars. 

The number aided by us under this law is constantly 
increasing. The utmost care is exercised by the visitors 
and the Board in consideration of this class of cases, 
and every effort is made to confine the benefit of the 
law to deserving women. Our work is also supervised 
by the State Board of Charity. Reports on every case 
are made at least once every three months by the visitor 
in charge, and at least once a year every case comes 
regularly before the Board for review, when all the facts 
relating to it are gone over and a formal vote taken as 
to its disposition. 

The administration of this law is beset with difficul- 
ties. No general rule can be made as to treatment of 
cases or amount to be given. Each individual case has 
to be accorded much time, and thought, both by the 
visitors and the Board. The amount of money expended 
is large and it is hoped that the benefit effected is cor- 
respondingly great. Certainly more than a thousand 
mothers in Boston are now aided by it to give to their 
children better food and a better education, while the 
women themselves are saved from much suffering of 
body and mind. Oftentimes the mothers, when apply- 
ing, are found to be breaking down from overwork. We 
do not believe in supporting them in idleness, but 
endeavor to give such sums only as are necessary to 
enable them to raise their families in reasonable com- 
fort while the mothers are required to perform what 
labor they can without endangering their own health 
or their children's welfare. 

The effect upon the community of the continued opera- 
tion of this law is somewhat problematical. It may 
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possibly have a tendency to encourage dependence by 
lessening the feeling of the necessity for saving for 
support of wife and family after the man's death. This 
desire to provide for one's widow and orphan children 
has always been the most potent argument in favor of 
thrift, deposits in savings banks and hfe insurance. 

Resignation of Secretary Pbttee. 

In December our valued secretary, Benjamin Pettee, 
resigned his position. He had served our Board and 
the City of Boston faithfully for fifty years, lacking 
but three months. As a young man he entered our 
employ in March, 1865, after having served his country 
for three years in the Civil War, and continued with 
us without interruption up to the time he resigned. 
His resignation was accepted with great regret and the 
Board showed its strong feehngs in the matter by tender- 
ing him a farewell banquet at the Hotel Thomdike. On 
this occasion Mayor Curley was present and he and the 
various members of the Board expressed their deep 
appreciation of Mr. Pettee's services and their esteem 
for him as a man. Rarely does a public official serve 
for so long a period. 

Mr. Pettee was an ideal public servant. His relations 
with the Board and its employees and with the general 
public, with whom he was brought in contact during the 
performance of his duties, were always most courteous 
and pleasant. He was economical in the management 
of the office, always faithful in attendance to his duties 
and by precept and example he impressed upon his 
subordinates the necessity of giving good service to the 
city. His knowledge of our compUcated settlement 
laws was remarkably thorough, and by reason of it and 
of his good judgment and his firm but tactful way of 
dealing with officials of other cities and towns he was 
able to save a great deal of money for the city. Mr. 
Pettee retired on a well deserved pension, and it is hoped 
that his remaining years may be peaceful and happy. 
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Trust Funds. 



There are in our hands seventeen trust funds, which 
are administered according to the wishes of the various 
donors, as interpreted from time to time by the Board 
with the advice of the Law Department. Apphcants 
for trust pensions must have a legal residence in Boston, 
must be at least fifty years of age and must have resided 
in Boston many years. 

The total amount of the trust funds in our charge as a 
corporation has increased $17,689.96 during the year, 
and is now $876,293.77. 

The number of beneficiaries now aided from the Pem- 
berton, the Boylston Relief, the David Sears Charity, 
the Moses Hunt, the Thayer, the Rachel T. Stevens, 
the Stoughton, Goodnow, Jeffries and Holton Funds is 
288, an increase of 17 from the number aided on February 
1, 1914. During the year 30 have died, 4 have gone to 
an insane asylum, 1 has withdrawn, in one case we have 
stopped the pensions previously given, 2 have gone to 
homes and 1 has been transferred. Forty-six new names 
have been added. 

During the year we have paid $5,740.26 from the 
income of the Boylston Education Fund, and there 
are now thirty-seven children on this fund. 

At the end of this report will be found a statement 
of all the funds held by us in trust, showing receipts 
and expenditures since February 1, 1914. 



The receipts and expenditures during the last twelve 
months are shown in detail by reports of the secretary 
and treasurer which follow. 

As usual we have had an expert audit of our books 
and accoimts and a certificate is appended hereto. 



Financial Statistics. 



Respectfully submitted. 

In behalf of the Overseers of the Poor, 

William P. Fowler, Chairman. 
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May 13, 1915. 



To the Board of Overseers of the Poor of the City of Boston: 
We have examined the books and accounts of the 
Board of Overseers of the Poor of the City of Boston, 
including the accounts of the Trust Funds administered 
by the Overseers of the Poor, for the twelve months 
ending January 31, 1915, and found that all income from 
investments and cash received from other sources have 
been deposited in bank or accounted for. 

We have vouched all disbursements by the Board, 
verified the cash on hand and in bank as of January 31, 
1915, and counted the bonds and notes in the custody of 
the Treasurer of the Board on March 12, 1915, which 
were found to agree with those called for by the books, 
and 

We certify that the attached statements covering the 
accounts of the Overseers of the Poor and the Trust 
Funds currently set forth in summarized form the cash 
receipts and expenditures for the fiscal year ending 
January 31, 1915, and the Trust Fund investments at 
that date. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT. 



Statements of receipts and expenditures for the year 
ending January 31, 1915: 



Receipts. 

Cash on hand February 1, 1914 S3,089 06 

Drafts on City Treasurer and requisitions for Temporary 

Home and Wayfarers' Lodge 504,731 75 

Cash from cities and towns 25,196 39 

Cash from occupants of Charity Building for heating . 1,335 52 

Cash from Commonwealth for relief 92,205 30 

Cash from state and other sources for burials 2,292 46 

Aid returned by paupers 18 30 

Cash for board in Temporary Home 171 68 

Cash returned for office expenses 1 80 

Receipts on account of aid in City Hospital: 

Cities and towns $33,895 50 

State of Massachusetts 18,924 42 

52,819 92 

Receipts from sale of old barrels, etc., by the Supply Depart- 
ment . . 156 61 

Interest on deposits 440 32 



$682,459 11 



Expenditures. 

Amount paid for biuials $3,410 54 

Amount paid cities and towns for relief of Boston poor 21,390 07 

Amount paid expenses Temporary Home .... 5,683 73 

Amount paid expenses Lodge for Waytarers .... 13,875 29 
Amo.unt paid architect for plans, new building. Lodge for 

Wayfarers 1,400 00 

Amount paid pensions and grants at office .... 55,626 10 

Amount cash paid for relief of persons having no settlement, 9,552 85 
Amount paid for fuel, l,499i tons of coal and 281 cords of 

wood 12,933 87 

Amount paid for groceries and expense of delivery 78,786 84 

Amount paid salaries of treasurer and secretary 3,500 00 

Amount paid salaries of bookkeeper and clerks at office 11,991 07 

Amount paid salaries of visitors at office 19,500 43 

Amount paid salaries of visitors and clerk at City Hospital, 5,328 15 



Carried forward $426,868 77 
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Brought fartvard $426,868 77 

Amount paid ofl&ce expenses 2,795 67 

Amount paid transportation 699 27 

Amount paid Charity Building expenses 6,528 90 

Amoimt paid medical attendance and medicine . 313 52 

Cash paid City Hospital 52,761 36 

Cash paid towns for overpayments 58 56 

Cash paid City Collector 121,732 55 

Cash balance January 31, 1914 6,938 81 

Pensions and grants, chapter 763 248,602 03 

Cash paid to Law Department 49 50 



$682,459 11 



Payments to City Collector During the Year. 

Receipts from occupants of Charity Building for heating . $1,335 52 

Receipts from cities and towns 25,146 89 

Receipts from the state for burials 1,761 45 

Receipts from the state for relief of sick and wife settlement 

cases 3,374 26 

Receipts from the state for temporary aid .... 7,424 25 

Receipts from the state for aid under chapter 763 . . 81,406 79 

Receipts for sundry burials 531 19 

Receipts from paupers, aid refunded by them ... 18 30 
Receipts for account Temporary Home, board of women and 

children 161 11 

Receipts from sale of barrels by Supply Department . 156 61 

Interests on deposits 414 38 

Receipts from refund of ofl&ce expenses 1 80 



$121,732 55 



Expenditures on Account of Lodge for 
Wayfarers. 

Salaries $5,415 22 

Groceries and provisions 4,491 83 

Furnishing goods and furniture 896 04 

Fuel 1,042 00 

Repairs 384 21 

Stationery and printing 85 83 

Disinfectants and fumigating 22 50 

Washing sheets and bedding 391 70 

Gas and electric lighting 774 27 

Medical suppUes 181 79 

Soap and soap powder 123 72 

Ice 64 18 

Boiler inspection 2100 



$13.875 29 
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Expenditures on Account of Charity 
Building. 

Fuel, 300 tons of coal $1,800 00 

Engineer's salary . 1,507 02 

Janitor's salary 1,196 52 

Gas, $45.70, and electric lighting, $379.05 .... 424 75 

Furnishings 36 76 

Cleaning 530 80 

Disinfectant 18 75 

Repairs 915 

Washing powder 5 15 

Deduct estimated cost of heating the Tempo- 
rary Home, included in the above $1,801 65 
Also amount received from occupants . 1,335 52 

3,137 17 



Net cost $2,391 73 

Expenditures for City Temporary Home. 

Groceries, provisions, etc $1,939 67 

Salaries 2,400 00 

Extra help 64 74 

Fuel, 15 tons of coal, 3 cords of wood 136 50 

Gas and electric lighting 360 44 

Medical attendance and medicine ... $7 52 

Confinement cases 480 00 

487 52 

Furniture and household goods 93 12 

Repairs 69 37 

Sundries 23 82 

Cleaning 21 90 

Estimated cost of heating, included in Charity Building 

expenditures 1,801 65 

Soap powder, soap 28 78 

Ice 45 14 

Stationery and postage 12 73 



$7,485 38 

Deduct receipts for board 171 68 



$7,313 70 
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OVERSEERS OF THE POOR, 1914-15. 



One-third of the Board is appointed annually by the 
Mayor, subject to the approval of the Civil Service 
Commission. 

Terms expire April SO, 1916. 
Matthew J. Mullen. John H. Fitzpatrick. 

Joseph A. Turnbull. Margaret Leahy. 

Terms expire April 30, 1916, 
William P. Fowler, Chairman. Margaret J. Gookin. 
Thomas Sproules. Thomas F. Lally. 

Terms expire April SO, 1917. 
Simon E. Hecht. Franklin P. Daly. 

H. Staples Potter. John R. McVey. 

William P. Fowler, Treasurer. 
Benjamin Pettee, Secretary. 
William H. Hardy, Secretary. 

The Board meets on the first Wednesday of every 
month at its office in Charity Building. 

The Overseers of the Poor are likewise incorporated 
as a Board of Trustees of John Boylston and other 
charitable funds, left for the assistance of persons of 
good character and advanced age, ''who have been 
reduced by misfortune to indigence and want.'' 
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COMMITTEES. 



Investigation and Relief. 
Messrs. Sproules, Mullen and TurnbuU, Mrs. Gookin 
and Messrs. Hecht, Daly and Miss Leahy. 

Office Matters. 
Messrs. Fowler, Sproules, Forsyth and Miss Leahy. 

Finance and Accounts. 
Messrs. Hecht, Fitzpatrick, Forsyth and Potter. 

Employments and Settlements. 
Messrs. Mullen, Miss Leahy, Messrs. Forsyth and 

Potter. 

Supplies. 

Messrs. TurnbuU, Hecht and Miss Leahy. 

Temporary Home. 
Mr. Sproules, Mrs. Gookin and Miss Leahy. 
Lodge for Wayfarers and the Woodyard. 
Messrs. Daly, Fitzpatrick and Hecht. 
Building. 

Messrs. Mullen, Fitzpatrick and Lally. 
Real Estate. 

Messrs. Fitzpatrick, Sproules, Forsyth and Potter. 
Medical Affairs and Hospital Matters. 
Messrs. Daly, Lally and McVey. 
Burials. 

Messrs. TurnbuU, Mullen and Lally. 
Boylston Education Fund Beneficiaries. 
Mrs. Gookin, Messrs. Daly and McVey. 
Holton Funds. 
Messrs. Lally, Fitzpatrick and McVey. 
Licenses for Receiving Contributions in Public Places. 
Mrs. Gookin, Messrs. Lally and McVey. 
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RETURN CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT 
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AU BOOKS MAY BE RECALLED ARER 7 DAYS 

1 -month loons may be renewed by calling 642-3405 

6-month loons moy be rechorged by bringing books to Circulotion Desk 
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